
ASIAN TURFGRASS CENTER 2009 REPORT

This report highlights some of the 
work we did in 2009, the places we 
visited, the conferences we spoke at; 

in short, read this report to learn 
more about the sundry activities of 
the Asian Turfgrass Center as we 
work to develop and share 
information about turfgrass 

management in East and Southeast 
Asia. Our Research division was busy 
preparing the ATC Research Center 
for the Asian Turfgrass Field Day held 
in March, and Research Director Dr. 

Micah Woods was co-author on 
papers published in Weed 

Technology and a poster presented at 

the Soil Science Society of America 
Annual Meeting. On behalf of our 
Training division, Dr. Woods wrote 
more than a dozen articles for 
industry publications and gave talks 

at twenty conferences and university 
seminars in eight countries. His work 
for the Advisory division was even 
busier! Read more about our exciting 
year in this summary report.
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*presentations given at Thailand, Philippines, and Malaysia in March 2009 for The R&A-
supported Sustainable Turfgrass Management in Asia seminars, in conjunction with the 
Thailand Golf Association, National Golf Association of the Philippines, and the Malaysian 
Golf Association; at Hawaii in March for the USGA Green Section Regional Seminar; at 
Taiwan, Indonesia, Philippines (again), Singapore, Malaysia (again), Singapore (again), and 
China

THE YEAR IN 
NUMBERS
With our work in so many different 
areas, the year can perhaps be best 

summarized, and an idea of our 
activities gathered, from a perusal of 

the numbers in this table of eclectic 
data. How many words written, talks 
presented, soil tests analyzed, 

tournaments worked, flights taken, 
and websites developed? Find all 
that and more in this table. 

2009 SUMMARY OF ECLECTIC ATC DATA

ITEM NUMBER

Scientific articles published (two in Weed Technology) and abstracts/
posters delivered as co-author (on a method for measuring cation 
exchange capacity)

3

Seminars given at universities (University of Tennessee, University of the 
Philippines Los Baños, and National University of Singapore)

3

Articles published inゴルフ場セミナー (Golf Course Seminar), Golf 
Business Asia, and other industry publications

14

Total words written for magazine publication 20,504

New website design and content developed 
(www.blog.asianturfgrass.com is new, while www.asianturfgrass.com & 
www.asianturfseminar.com are new design and content)

3

Posts made at www.blog.asianturfgrass.com 62

Soil and water analyses completed (for clients in five countries) 712

Presentations given at conferences (*at an astonishing array of places!) 17

Turfgrass advisory visits 18

Research putting greens grown-in 1

Professional golf tournaments worked (Masters and AT&T Pebble Beach 
National Pro-Am)

2

Number of countries from which visitors accessed the ATC websites 88

Unique visitors to www.asianturfgrass.com & 
www.blog.asianturfgrass.com

2,995

Plane flights 103
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WHAT WE WORKED ON THIS YEAR
We were involved with a number of interesting projects and conferences this year. Turfgrass advisory services were 
provided to clients in seven countries. Dr. Woods spoke at conferences in eight countries. Research results were 
published and presented at conferences, and intensive work was done at the ATC research center through May of 2009, 
after which we initiated a low-maintenance regime on the grasses there. We finished an interesting project aimed at 
improving seashore paspalum lawn conditions at Hong Kong Disneyland. Work continued in an advisory role for the 

turfgrass research work being conducted at Hong Kong Golf Club. Soil nutrient analyses were conducted for golf courses 
in five countries, including more than twenty golf courses in Japan. We worked closely with The R&A, Thailand Golf 
Association, Malaysian Golf Association, National Golf Association of the Philippines, and Thailand Golf Course 
Superintendents Association in the planning of seminars about sustainable turfgrass management in Southeast Asia. My 
travel agent does a great job in finding good flights for me, and I was somehow able to make two trips to Hawaii in 2009, 

one of which coincided with the USGA Green Section Regional Seminar, where I made a presentation about turfgrass 
management in Asia. 

I worked at a stormy Pebble Beach Golf Links in February for the PGA Tour stop there, and was at a more clement 
Augusta National Golf Club in April for a week’s work at the Masters Tournament. I made a visit to the University of 
Tennessee, where I am an adjunct faculty in the Department of Plant Sciences. In June I stopped to see the Tiger Woods 

Dubai, where the grass was immaculately presented, and after a hot morning in the desert I cooled down with a few fast 
runs down the indoor Ski Dubai. I went to Mauritius, my first trip to Africa, where there are some incredibly photogenic golf 
courses. And I returned to the Spring City Resort in China, a course I had not been to in nine years, and was impressed at 
the quality of the course presentation. Experience that resort if you have a chance.

GOLF AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Asian Turfgrass Center became part of the Golf Environment Organisation’s Scientific Network this year. We look forward 
to working closely with Golf Environment Organisation in addition to our work with the International Golf and Life 
Foundation (IGOLF), where I am a member of the IGOLF Council of Experts. I spoke about Five Ways to Reduce Pesticide 

Use on Golf Courses at two IGOLF Forums, one at Jakarta and another at Singapore. 

We are also involved with a new course development in the Philippines, providing advice about sustainable turfgrass 

selection and management to Ayala Land. And we have been working throughout the second half of 2009 in preparation 
for the Sustainable Turfgrass Management in Asia 2010 conference, which we organize on behalf of the Thailand Golf 
Association, together with the Thailand Golf Course Superintendents Association, again supported by The R&A.

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2010
We have a number of exciting projects underway in 2010. First is the aforementioned sustainable turfgrass conference. We 
will also be working with Royal Turf Company at Japan in an advisory role. Asian Turfgrass Center is organizing three 

seminars about turfgrass science (ターフサイエンス セミナー2010) to be held in the first four months of the year at Tokyo. 

These three seminars are supported by The Toro Co., Syngenta, and Simplot. I will be working with my friends at the 
Masters, US Open, and Open Championship this year, studying the playing conditions at the biggest events in golf. I 
continue to write a monthly column about turfgrass science for ゴルフ場セミナー (Golf Course Seminar).                             

In 2010, I will begin contributing to the Turf Diseases Blog on the topic of turfgrass diseases in Asia. And I have a lot more 
writing to do, so I’ll be on the constant lookout for time to write and salubrious places to do so. It seems my excellent 
travel agent will be busy again this year!

Thank you to all of our clients and supporters in 2009, and we look forward to working with you again in 2010 and beyond. 

If there is any turfgrass issue we can help you with, please contact us at your convenience. 

3

http://www.asianturfgrass.com
http://www.asianturfgrass.com
mailto:info@asianturfgrass.com
mailto:info@asianturfgrass.com
http://www.blog.asianturfgrass.com
http://www.blog.asianturfgrass.com
http://www.asianturfseminar.com
http://www.asianturfseminar.com
http://park.hongkongdisneyland.com/
http://park.hongkongdisneyland.com/
http://www.hkgolfclub.org/
http://www.hkgolfclub.org/
http://www.randa.org
http://www.randa.org
http://www.tga.or.th
http://www.tga.or.th
http://www.tga.or.th
http://www.tga.or.th
http://www.mgaonline.com.my/
http://www.mgaonline.com.my/
http://www.ngapgolf.com/
http://www.ngapgolf.com/
http://www.usga.org
http://www.usga.org
http://www.pebblebeach.com/
http://www.pebblebeach.com/
http://www.masters.org
http://www.masters.org
http://www.utk.edu/
http://www.utk.edu/
http://www.utk.edu/
http://www.utk.edu/
http://plantsciences.utk.edu/default.html
http://plantsciences.utk.edu/default.html
http://www.tigerwoodsdubai.com/
http://www.tigerwoodsdubai.com/
http://www.tigerwoodsdubai.com/
http://www.tigerwoodsdubai.com/
http://www.springcityresort.com/
http://www.springcityresort.com/
http://www.golfenvironment.org
http://www.golfenvironment.org
http://www.golfandlife.ch
http://www.golfandlife.ch
http://www.golfandlife.ch
http://www.golfandlife.ch
http://www.ayalaland.com.ph/
http://www.ayalaland.com.ph/
http://www.asianturfseminar.com
http://www.asianturfseminar.com
http://www.royalturf.co.jp/
http://www.royalturf.co.jp/
http://www.toro.com
http://www.toro.com
http://www.syngenta.com
http://www.syngenta.com
http://www.simplot.com
http://www.simplot.com
http://www.masters.org
http://www.masters.org
http://www.usopen.com
http://www.usopen.com
http://www.opengolf.com
http://www.opengolf.com
http://turfdiseases.blogspot.com/
http://turfdiseases.blogspot.com/

